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To:   Registered Merchants, Processors & Packers Our ref:  Seed Cert: EC 104
         in Scotland, Licensed Seed Testing Stations in 
         Scotland, Scottish Licensed Crop Inspectors,
         E& W Applicants in Scotland, E&W Licensed Crop 
         Inspectors Registered to Operate in Scotland,
         NFU (Scotland), SSNTA, SSTGA, UKASTA (Scotland), 
         DARD, NAWAD, MAFF, SERAD, Interested Organisations  8 June 2001 

SEED CERTIFICATION INFORMATION

FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE: CROP INSPECTIONS AND CROP
INSPECTION EXAMINATIONS IN SCOTLAND

This letter provides:

� revised general precautions for crop inspection during the foot and mouth outbreak

� instructions for Certification crops in the Infected Area.

� instructions for crop inspectors that have been operating in England and Wales. 

� information for candidates due to attend crop inspection courses and examinations, to be held
at SASA’s farm, Gogarbank in June/July.

 Seed Certification Letter 103 of 28 May provided general precautions for crop inspection during the foot
and mouth outbreak. These general precautions for crop inspection have been revised and are attached
at annex A. You are reminded that the Seed marketing regulations require crops to be officially examined
in such manner and at such times as the Scottish Ministers may so require. The general Inspection
requirements in Scotland are contained in the Instructions to Crop Inspectors booklets.

 
 Certification of Crops in the Infected Area
 SERAD have been instructed by the State Veterinary Service that ALL inspections on Form A or D farms
must be carried out by SERAD officers. SASA will be in contact with those applicants with crops that are
affected over the next few days to discuss details. It is our current understanding that the State Veterinary
Service may not allow roguing of crops on these farms by teams from out with these farms. You MUST
seek advice from the State Veterinary Service directly on this issue. Advice is that 3 working days are
required for cases to be considered by the State Veterinary Service. The addresses of divisional veterinary
managers are contained at Annex B.
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 Crop Inspectors Who Have Been Operating In England and Wales
 Your attention is drawn to the requirements in Annex A. If an individual has been operating within an
Infected Area of England or Wales, PERMISSION MUST BE SOUGHT FROM SASA BEFORE ANY
FARM VISITS OR INSPECTION DUTIES ARE CARRIED OUT IN SCOTLAND. SASA will require a
copy of the individual’s record of visits, and some assurance that the individual will not be on farms within
an Infected Area for at least TWO days prior to visiting farms in Scotland. SASA will refer each case to the
State Veterinary Service. It is a requirement that a log be kept of all farm visits during the inspection period,
which must be presented on demand. At least three days must be allowed for this procedure.

 
 PLEASE NOTE THAT THE INSTRUCTIONS ATTACHED ARE OBLIGATORY FOR
ALL CROP INSPECTIONS IN SCOTLAND.
 
 If there are likely to be any difficulties, could you advise either myself at the number below or Fiona
McKay on 0131 244 8927 as soon as possible. 
 
 Advice 
 
 Further advice can be obtained from Divisional Veterinary Managers at the local Animal Health Offices
(See Annex B for addresses), or from SASA at the number given below. The Scottish Executive website at
www.scotland.gov.uk/agri/footandmouth also contains advice that may be of use.
 
 Following the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease, SERAD has taken a number of statutory control
measures including the designation of an ‘Infected Area’ (IA), an ‘At Risk Area’ (ARA) and a Provisionally
Free Area (PFA). A map showing the boundaries of the areas can be viewed at the Scottish Executive
Website via http://www.scotland.gov.uk/agri/footandmouth/pubs.asp. 
 
 Crop Inspection Courses and Examinations
 
 As previously indicated, crop inspector’s examinations and access to training plots at Gogarbank farm
during June/July will proceed as planned. Gogarbank farm is free of livestock, but disinfectant mats and
sprays for vehicles, together with boot dips will be provided, and all individuals must use them. All
individuals will be expected to arrive at Gogarbank with their vehicles and waterproofs ‘clean’ – free of soil
etc contamination. This will be particularly important for individuals arriving from infected areas.
 
 Please note that controls to contain the spread of Foot and Mouth Disease may change in response to
new developments. You should always make regular checks to ensure that you have access to up-to-
date and complete information before carrying out any inspection.  
 
 For further advice on seed Certification matters please contact me at the number given below for cereal
crops or Ken Pearson on 0131 244 8885 for non cereal crops. 
 
 Yours sincerely
 
 
 
 
 G HALL
 Cereals
 
 Tel : +44 (0) 131 244 8856
 Fax : +44 (0) 131 244 8966
 Email : Gerry.Hall@sasa.gsi.gov.uk



 JMS26061

 ANNEX A
 
 
 CROP INSPECTIONS ON FARMS WITHIN THE PROVISIONALLY FREE AREA
(PFA)
 
� Inspectors must not have been on farms within an Infected Area for at least 2 days prior to carrying out inspections

in the PFA. 

� Inspectors must not undertake any crop inspections in the ARA during the same day prior to carrying out
inspections within the PFA.

� Inspectors must undertake full cleaning and disinfecting procedures before and after each farm visit in the presence
of the occupier if at all possible.

� Cars, protective clothing, wellington boots and equipment should be clean at all times.

� Inspectors must avoid contact with livestock on the farm.

� Inspectors must avoid contact with farm buildings where ever possible.

� Inspectors must obtain permission from the occupier (not necessarily the grower) allowing access to the fields for
inspection. 

� A log recording each inspector’s farm visits will be maintained and must be provided on demand. 

 
 
 CROP INSPECTIONS WITHIN THE AT RISK AREA (ARA)
 
� Inspectors must not have been on farms within the IA for at least 2 days prior to carrying out inspections in the

ARA. 

� Inspectors must undertake full cleaning and disinfecting procedures before and after each farm visit in the presence
of the occupier if at all possible.

� Cars protective clothing, wellington boots and equipment should be clean at all times.

� Inspectors must avoid contact with livestock on the farm.

� Inspectors must avoid contact with farm buildings.

� Inspectors where possible must not cross fields with livestock  to gain access to the field for inspection.

� Inspectors must obtain permission from the occupier (not necessarily the grower) allowing access to the fields for
inspection.

� A log of each inspector’s farm visits will be maintained and must be provided on demand. 
 



 JMS26061

 CROP INSPECTIONS WITHIN THE INFECTED AREA (IA)
 NON RESTRICTED FARMS
 
� Inspectors must not have been on a farm under Form A or D restrictions for at least 2 days prior  to carrying out

inspections in the Infected Area.

� Inspectors must undertake full cleaning and disinfecting procedures (including disinfecting of vehicle wheels and
wheel arches) before and after each farm visit in the presence of the occupier if at all possible. Cars should be
washed at the end of each day, in particular wheels and wheel arches must be thoroughly cleaned.

� Cars, protective clothing, wellington boots and equipment  should be clean at all times.

� Inspectors must avoid contact with livestock on the farm.

� Inspectors must avoid contact with farm buildings.

� Inspectors must not cross fields with livestock or which have been grazed with livestock during the past 21 days to
gain access to the field for inspection.

� Inspectors must obtain permission from the occupier (not necessarily the grower) allowing access to the fields for
inspection.

� A log of each inspector’s visits will be maintained and must be provided on demand.
 
 
 CROP  INSPECTIONS ON FOOT AND MOUTH, FORM A and D RESTRICTED
FARMS
 
� Inspections can only be carried out on Form A restricted farms under authority of a licence issued by the

Divisional Veterinary Manager. Form D inspections must be notified to the Divisional Veterinary Manager
prior to the inspection being carried out. All crop inspections will be carried out by SERAD officials.

� Inspectors must undertake full cleaning and  disinfecting procedures before and after each farm visit in the presence
of the occupier if at all possible. Cars should be washed at the end of each day, in particular wheels and wheel
arches must be thoroughly cleaned.

� Cars, protective clothing, wellington boots and equipment  should be clean at all times.

� Cars will be left at the farm road end (or a pre-agreed parking position e.g. road lay-by).

� Inspectors must avoid contact with livestock on the farm.

� Inspectors must avoid contact with farm buildings.

� Inspectors must not cross fields with livestock or which have been grazed with livestock during the past 21 days to
gain access to the field for inspection.

� Inspectors must obtain permission from the occupier (not necessarily the grower) allowing access to the fields for
inspection.

� A log of each inspector’s farm visits must be prepared and sent to the Divisional Veterinary Manager at the end of
each week of inspections. 

Please note that controls to contain the spread of Foot and Mouth Disease may change in response to new
developments. You should always make regular checks to ensure that you have access to up-to-date and
complete information before carrying out any inspection.  
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ANNEX B

ADDRESSES OF DIVISIONAL VETERINARY MANAGERS FOR THE
RETURN OF MOVEMENT LOGS AT THE END OF EACH WEEK OF
INSPECTIONS

East, Mid and West Lothian Unitary Authorities of Moray, Aberdeenshire 

North and  South Lanarkshire City of Aberdeen, Orkney and Shetland

City of Edinburgh, City of Glasgow, Falkirk 

Animal Health Divisional Office Animal Health Divisional Office
Cotgreen Road Thainstone Court
Tweedbank Inverurie
Galashiels, TD1 3SG Aberdeenshire AB51 5YA
Tel: 01896 758806 Tel: 01467 626300
Fax: 01896 756803 Fax: 01467 626321

Highland Unitary Authority Unitary Authorities of Perth and Kinross, 
& the Western Isles Angus, Dundee & Fife, Argyll, Dumbarton, 

Clyde, East Dunbartonshire, Stirling, 
Animal Health Divisional Office Clackmannan
Government Buildings
Longman House
28 Longman Road Animal Health Divisional Office
Inverness IV1 1SF Jeanfield House
Tel: 01463 234141 4 Jeanfield Road
Fax: 01463 711495 Perth PH1 1PQ

Tel: 01783 625148/9
Fax 01738 637920

Dumfries and Galloway, South, East 
and North Ayrshire, Inverclyde 
and the Renfrewshires

Animal Health Divisional Office
Russell House
King Street
Ayr KA8 0BE
Tel: 01292 268525/8
Fax: 01292 611724
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ANNEX C

DISINFECTING PROCEDURE

Cars and wellington boots should be clean at all times, this is particularly important when
disinfecting.

� Wear wellington boots, over-trousers and a waterproof jacket.
 

� Disinfect before and after entering the property.
  

� Ensure surfaces to be disinfected are clear of mud, faeces and other organic matter by washing in water
bath or hosing down.

� Place the boot / sole to be cleaned in the disinfectant solution and using a hand held brush -brush away
from the face/eyes.  If this is unavoidable, you must wear suitable safety goggles or protective eyewear.
Avoid contact with the skin.

� Once the disinfecting has been completed, the disinfectant solution should be rinsed off boots or
equipment with clean water before drying occurs.  The solution may over time, damage natural fabrics
such as leather so care must be taken to rinse off any excess solution straight away.

� The used disinfectant solution should be spread on land, preferably of a low conservation value, well away
from watercourses.

� Equipment should then be stored away safely in suitable storage boxes or plastic bags.

You are advised to check the Health and Safety precautions on any disinfectants used, and follow them.



JMS26061

ANNEX D
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