
Report of the Annual GMO Meeting  
Monday 8th February 2021, 11am 

 
Meeting attended by officials from the CAP and GM Policy team and the SASA GM 
team. 
 
 

1. Action Points from 2019 Meeting 

No action points from previous meeting. No meeting held in 2020 due to low staff numbers 
and Covid meaning staff were unavailable. 
 

2. Update on ongoing laboratory/GMI work 
 

2.1 Accreditation 
 

The GM team has recruited a B2 Molecular Seed Biologist. SASA aim to achieve re-
accreditation through UKAS for GM testing in March 2022. Alternative arrangements have 
been made for samples received for GM testing in the meantime. 
 
 
2.2 AGMP Survey  
   

 
The % return for the winter 2019 surveys is lower than usual. This is a result of Covid and 
working from home, meaning that staff did not initially have access to telephones to follow up 
non-responses.  
 
Of the surveys not returned, it is believed that these are mostly small merchants who would 
be unlikely to be dealing with oilseed rape or crops that would be a potential GM concern.  
 
 
2.3 Contained Use Notifications 
 
   

  2019 2020 

CU1 4 5 

CU2 22 22 

CU3 0 1 

Additional information 14 11 

Significant change notif ication  1 4 

 
No Part B applications have been received since administrative responsibility for these was 
transferred from the policy team to SASA in 2016. 
 
 

GM Survey 
No of survey 
forms issued 

No of surveys 
returned 

% surveys 
returned 

No Nil 
Returns  

% Nil 
returns 

Winter 2019 93 70 75.27% 70 75.27% 

Spring 2020  91 75 82.42% 75 82.42% 



2.4 Meetings/Events 
 
Meetings/Events attended 
 
1 – 2 October 2019 European Network of GMO Laboratories (ENGL) – JRC Ispra 
4 – 5 March 2020 Plant Genomics and Gene Editing Congress – Rotterdam 
12 and 19 Nov 2020 Training workshop for NRLs on the new Guidance Document on 

Measurement Uncertainty for GMO Testing Laboratories – Virtual 
event organised by ENGL. 

3 December 2020 Workshop on the detection of genetically modified micro-organisms – 
Virtual event, organised by ENGL. 

 
 
Meetings/Events planned 
3 – 4 March 2021 Plant Genomics and Gene Editing Congress, USA – Virtual meeting 
27 May 2021 European Joint Enforcement Group (EEP) – Virtual meeting 
 
 
 


