Annual GMO meeting
Wednesday 22 August, 2:00 pm
SASA, room E21

Meeting attended by officials from the CAP and GM Policy team and the SASA GM team.
1. Matters Arising

Discussions continued on public attitudes to new breeding techniques and a broader survey
around sustainable agriculture.

2. Update on Ongoing Work at SASA

Following staffing changes at SASA there has been a review of the provision of GM services.
The result was that responsibility for GM testing and provision of science advice to policy
would transfer to Official Seed Testing Station under the management of the Chief Officer. GM
inspectorate services (including administration of Contained use applications, administration
of Part B applications, the bi annual AGMP seed survey, and investigation of GM incidents
would be retained by Seed Certification under the Head of the GM Inspectorate.

A new post within the OSTS encompassing GM testing work, would be advertised shortly.
In the meantime science advice to policy continues to be provided by SASA,

The meeting was presented with the results of the latest AGMP Surveys and on the number
of Contained Use applications assessed.

Survey No of Survey No of Surveys Result
Forms issued Returned
Spring 2018 89 73 All nil returns
Autumn 2018 88 66 All nil returns bar 1 which had

been completed in error. Follow
up investigation confirmed that no
at risk species had been imported
directly into Scotland.

Contained Use Applications

2018 — 31 Applications
2019 — 21 Applications received up to the date of this meeting.

No Part B applications have been received since administrative responsibility was transferred
from the policy team to SASA in 2016.

Meetings/Events Attended

24 - 25 May 2018 European Joint Enforcement Group (EEP) — Tallin
2-4 October 2018 European Network of GMO Laboratories (ENGL) — JRC Ispra

16 May 2019 Stakeholder Event Scotch Whisky Association (Pesticides and New
Breeding Techniques) -SASA

28 May 2019 Meeting between Minister and ABC - Holyrood

30-31 May 2019 European Joint Enforcement Group (EEP) — Zagreb

30 Sept - 2 Oct 2019 European Network of GMO Laboratories (ENGL) — Ispra



Meetings/Events planned

2-3 November Training workshop for NRLs 2019 Title: (Application of dPCR for GMO
methods in the laboratory: transferability, accreditation and use of
conversion factors) — JRC Geel

TBC June 2020 European Joint Enforcement Group (EEP) — Vienna

SASA contributed to a paper produced by ENGL regarding standard GM detection methods
and the difficulties detecting many of the plants/products being produced by Gene Editing.

3. Update on work in Policy and Brexit issues

Work on Brexit preparations have been continuing and most of the legislative work relating to
deficiencies was completed in advance of the original proposed Brexit date of 29 March.
Current work concerns correcting minor drafting errors in the EU exit legislation.

Policy working on other non-legislative post Brexit arrangements including working
arrangements between SG and Defra post Brexit — reviewing Concordats and Memoranda of
Understanding.

Completed transposition of Directive 2015/412 (‘Opt-out’)

Policy team are monitoring comments by the new PM with reference to GM Cultivation but
note that at this stage there are no ‘GM’ crops likely to be brought forward for commercial

cultivation in the UK in the immediate future.

SG will have devolved responsibility over Deliberate Release post Brexit. Discussions ongoing
on mechanism for assessing applications but decisions will be for Scottish Ministers.

Policy have continued to provide GM Rolling briefs to Ministers covering arrange of topics from
around the world concentrating on stories with a potential relevance to Scotland.

Policy team will be preparing an updated brief for Minister on New Breeding Techniques.

It was noted that some EU countries are now questioning whether it is now time to revisit EU
GM legislation drafted 20 years ago.



