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Potatoes are susceptible to a wide range of pests and diseases which can be transmitted 
in soil, water, air, through the action of insects and on surfaces such as machinery, boxes 
etc. 

If seed potatoes become infected, they can pass on disease to future generations and 
spread contamination to new areas, sometimes without showing any symptoms until the 
disease is widespread.  This would put the whole industry at risk.

Scotland is currently free of some of the worst diseases, including ring rot, brown rot and 
Dickeya.  We all want to keep it that way – but this can only be done by industry and the 
Scottish Government working together.  

By following the requirements and advice in this leaflet you can help us to help you.

Be aware of everything that comes onto or moves around your farm. Keep good records 
to enable any pests or diseases that may occur to be 
rapidly traced and controlled.

Regulation 6 of the Seed Potatoes (Scotland) Regulations 2000 requires classified seed 
potatoes to be kept separate from ware potatoes and farm saved seed, and all machinery, 
packaging etc. which has been in contact with potatoes other than classified seed, unless 
they are produced on the same unit.  This applies to packers and processors as well as 
growers.  

More information on the issues outlined in this leaflet, including forms and guidance, is 
available on the following websites, or from your local SGRPID Area Office.

SASA: 
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/seed-ware-potatoes 

Scottish Government, Plant Health Policy: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/plant/18273 

SGRPID (Scottish Government Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate)
Area Offices: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/AOcontacts/contacts 
or phone 08457 741 741

Potato Council:  
www.potato.org.uk  (Knowledge Transfer – Pests & Diseases)
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Only pre-basic and basic seed can be planted in Scotland and farm-
saved seed must only be multiplied once. If farm-saved seed is to 
be planted on a different unit, it must have been produced on land 
tested and found free from PCN.

Be particularly cautious with any non-Scottish potatoes. If 
you bring in seed from outside Scotland you must notify your local 
SGRPID Area Office so that we can take action if necessary to 
protect Scottish crops.  Please inform us at least 48 hours before it 

arrives.  In most cases a sample will be taken to test for brown rot, ring rot and Dickeya 
spp. You will be required to wait for it to be tested and found free of disease before you 
can start planting (about 2 weeks).

You must not plant any potatoes in land scheduled for Potato Wart Disease (PWD).  If 
land is recorded as infested with Potato Cyst Nematode (PCN) you may grow ware 
under a Control Programme agreed with SGRPID, but after harvest the tubers may not 
be retained as farm-saved seed.

If you grow 0.1 ha or more, you must notify SASA of all potatoes you have planted, using 
form PP1, within 28 days of planting.  This is important because if there is an outbreak of 
disease, this information allows us to directly contact all growers who may be affected, 
including those who are nearby and those who may have planted related stocks.  It is a 
key part of our defence against disease – but it only works if you fill it in! PP1 forms are 
available on the SASA website.  

SGRPID inspectors will inspect at least 10% of ware crops each year and will take action 
on signs of disease to prevent further spread, especially if there are seed crops nearby.

Grading is a key stage for preventing disease spread, as machinery can become 
contaminated by one crop and pass the disease 
on to crops which are graded later.  Waste potato 
material, soil and washing water should be 
disposed of in a way that minimises disease risk 
to potato land.  Further information is available 
in the Code of Practice for the Management of 
Agricultural and Horticultural Waste.

Bringing foreign ware onto potato farms for grading or 
packing carries a particularly high risk, as it may carry 
pests and diseases which are not present in Scotland.  
Disease can also survive, in some cases for many years, 
on potato boxes and bags, and insect pests such as 
Epitrix may “hitch-hike” on them.  

When marketing ware potatoes within the EU it is a 
requirement to ensure traceability. This can be done easily 
by ensuring your Potato Council producer’s registration 
number is clearly marked on the packaging, or on the 
vehicle for loose loaded potatoes.  The registration 
number is provided on all official correspondence to you 
from the Potato Council, or contact AHDB Potato Council 
levy registration on 0247 669 2051


