
Summary of Incidents in 2011

Ref. Month Region Chemical Category Species Comments
11001 January Dumfries & 

Galloway
bromadiolone 
brodifacoum

trauma red kite This bird was found dead at the roadside with a dead pheasant 
lying nearby.  There was concern that the kite might have been 
poisoned.  However, the laboratory investigation only confirmed 
exposure to anticoagulant rodenticides.

11002 January Border brodifacoum starvation buzzard Buzzard found dead by a walker.  The concern that it may have 
been poisoned was not substantiated.  A low residue of 
brodifacoum was confirmed in liver tissue from the bird.

11003 January Central bromadiolone starvation buzzard This buzzard was found dead in a tree by a member of the 
public.  The analytical investigation failed to provide any 
evidence to implicate pesticide poisoning but confirmed a low 
residue of bromadiolone in liver tissue.

11006 January Border carbofuran 
bromadiolone

abuse buzzard This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.  A 
very low residue of bromadiolone was also detected in liver 
tissue from the bird.

11007 January Fife bromadiolone 
brodifacoum 
difenacoum

unknown white tailed eagle This bird was found dead behind a stock fence near to an area 
of forestry.  The analytical investigation failed to provide any 
evidence to implicate pesticide poisoning but confirmed the 
presence of low residues of bromadiolone, brodifacoum and 
difenacoum in liver tissue.

11010 January Strathclyde brodifacoum misuse dog This dog died following massive pleural and abdominal 
haemorrhage.  The analytical investigation confirmed a residue 
of brodifacoum in liver tissue from the dog.  A field investigation, 
undertaken by SGRPID agricultural staff, has established that 
'Jaguar' rodenticide blocks containing brodifacoum were in use 
in a chicken house on the premises.  Although all the 
appropriate precautions had been taken this dog appears to 
have died following accidental exposure to the rodenticide 
product. 

11012 February Dumfries & 
Galloway

bromadiolone 
difenacoum

trauma red kite This bird was found tangled in barbed wire on a pylon; low 
residues of anticoagulant rodenticide residues were detected in 
liver tissue.

11017 January Lothian bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unknown fox Fox found dead by a member of the public who was concerned 
that it may have been poisoned.  The analytical investigation 
failed to provide any evidence of pesticide poisoning but 
revealed low residues of two anticoagulant rodenticides in the 
liver tissue.
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11020 February Highland chloralose abuse red kite This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.  

11022 January Strathclyde difenacoum trauma sparrowhawk This sparrowhawk was found dead with a fractured right clavicle. 
A very low residue of difenacoum was detected in the liver tissue 
submitted for anticoagulant rodenticide analysis.  

11024 February Strathclyde strychnine abuse 2 peregrine falcons and a 
suspected pigeon bait 

This incident is the subject of an ongoing Scottish SPCA 
investigation.  

11025 February Grampian brodifacoum 
difenacoum

starvation buzzard This buzzard was found on top of a granite pillar at the entrance 
to a private house.  The post mortem examination findings 
indicated that starvation was the likely cause of death.  The 
opportunity was taken to test liver tissue from the bird for 
evidence of exposure to anticoagulant rodenticides.  The 
analysis confirmed the presence of very low residues of 
brodifacoum and difenacoum.  

11026 February Border bromadiolone 
brodifacoum 
difenacoum

unspecified tawny owl and buzzard These birds were found dead at the same location within the 
space of one week.  The post mortem examination findings 
raised the possibility of anticoagulant rodenticide poisoning 
being responsible for their deaths.  The analysis confirmed that 
suspicion by revealing residues of rodenticides at levels that 
were considered to be within the anticipated lethal range.  

11030 February Lothian bromadiolone unknown fox This fox was found dead in an area where several other dead 
foxes had been reported.  An extensive analytical investigation 
only revealed a low residue of bromadiolone in liver tissue from 
the animal.

11032 February Lothian bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unspecified fox This fox was found dead on the finder's lawn.  The laboratory 
analysis identified residues of bromadiolone and difenacoum in 
liver tissue.  The residues were at levels that would normally be 
considered to be within the anticipated lethal range.  The source 
of the chemicals has not been established.

11040 March Lothian difenacoum unspecified buzzard The residue of difenacoum detected in the liver tissue from this 
bird indicated that anticoagulant rodenticide poisoning probably 
contributed to the death.  The source of the chemical is still 
uncertain.
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11041 March Tayside chloralose abuse 2 buzzards and two 

suspected pheasant baits
This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.  

11045 March Strathclyde bromadiolone 
brodifacoum

unspecified fox This is one of several animals found dead in the same area.  
The laboratory tests have confirmed residues of bromadiolone 
and brodifacoum in liver tissue.  The bromadiolone residue level 
was within the anticipated lethal range.  However, the source of 
the chemical has not been established.   

11046 March Grampian carbofuran abuse golden eagle This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.  

11048 March Border bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unknown buzzard Two buzzards found dead below power lines.  The analytical 
investigation confirmed the presence of low residues of 
bromadiolone and difenacoum in liver tissue from one of the 
birds.

11052 March Tayside bromadiolone 
brodifacoum 
difenacoum

unknown buzzard Found dead in poor bodily condition.  The laboratory 
investigation was restricted to screening for evidence of 
exposure to anticoagulant rodenticides.  Low residues of 
bromadiolone, brodifacoum and difenacoum were confirmed in 
liver tissue.


