
EXPLANATORY LEAFLET ON PLANT HEALTH LICENSING IN SCOTLAND 

 

To guard against the spread of harmful organisms, the EU Plant Health Directive (2000/29/EC, as 

amended) requires Member States to adhere to official controls for the importation, movement 

and retention of plants, plant pests and growing medium such as soil. It is recognised however, 

that it may be necessary to work with normally prohibited organisms. The “Scientific Work” 

Directive 2008/61/EC sets out the requirements for Member States to follow when authorising 

work with normally prohibited organisms or materials.   

 

EU plant health requirements are enacted in Scottish law in the Plant Health (Scotland) Order 

2005.  This legislation has wider provisions for plant pests than the EU Directive, requiring work 

with plant pests that are not normally resident in Great Britain to be controlled and subject to a 

plant health licence. The plant health licensing controls in Scotland are therefore based on EU 

and Scottish legislation and include provisions, subject to conditions, for trials and scientific 

research on organisms and materials that would be otherwise prohibited.   

 

SASA issues the following licences: 

 

 Plant Health licence 

These licences are issued for the import, movement and keeping of prohibited plants and plant 

products, plant pests (fungi, bacteria, insects, nematodes and viruses, including common pests 

not normally present in Great Britain), soil and growing medium including solid organic 

substances such as humus, peat and bark.  

 

 UKPQU licence 

These licences are issued for the import of potato material for planting from outside the EU 

(including stolon and tuber forming Solanum sp.) and EU potato material not meeting EU plant 

passport requirements. This material must go through an official potato quarantine procedure at 

SASA, where it is tested for quarantine diseases. 

 

Imports 

 

All imports under the above mentioned licences also require a letter of authority accompanying 

the consignment. SASA will issue this document together with the licence. The licence applicant 

should pass the letter of authority on to the supplying institute, company, or organisation in the 

country of origin, who sends it with the consignment (usually both attached to the outside and a 



copy inside the consignment). For material originating in the EU, the letter of authority should be 

stamped by the official plant protection organisation of the country.  

 

For the import of some plants or plant products a plant passport (imports from within the EU) or 

phytosanitary certificate (imports from outside the EU) is required. The plants and plant 

products in question are listed in the Plant Health Directive (2000/29/EC as amended), annex 5 

parts A and B.  

 

For material from the EU that would normally require a plant passport, this should be issued after 

examination to ensure the material meets all the requirements other than those relating to the 

harmful organism for which the licence has been granted.  The plant passport should be marked 

with the statement “This material is moved under Directive 2008/61/EC”. 

 

Where possible, material normally requiring a phytosanitary certificate should be issued with a 

certificate by the plant health authority of the exporting country.  This should be on the basis of an 

examination to ensure the material meets the normal phytosanitary requirements, apart from the 

organism covered by the licence.  There should be an additional declaration on the phytosanitary 

certificate stating “This material is imported under Directive 2008/61/EC”, and the relevant 

harmful organism or organisms should be indicated. 

 

Fees and conditions 

 

Licences for organisms and soil are issued in the name of the individual who will be in charge of 

the work for which the imported organism is required.  For universities or research institutes this 

will normally be the head of the relevant department, for commercial companies the licence will 

be issued in the name of the company. Licences for import of potato material for quarantine 

testing are issued in the name of the importer. 

 

Applicants for import of organisms and soil are required to supply information indicated on the 

licence application form, including information on the work to be carried out and proposed 

containment measures and to provide copies of the standard operating procedures.  An 

assessment of the risks associated with the proposed work programme should also be done.   

 

SASA officials will review the application on the basis of the information supplied and an 

inspection of work facilities and containment areas by SASA officials might be required prior to 

issue of a licence. 

 



Applicants for potato quarantine testing should read the “Notes for Importers” and complete the 

application form at the end of the document. 

 

The licence will stipulate conditions for safe transport of the material, handling and containment 

and suitable methods of destruction designed to ensure that any imported material does not pose 

a risk to plant health in the UK.   

 

The fee for a new licence is currently £65, which must be paid on application.  

 

Licences for import of organisms or soil will expire at the end of June each year.  An existing 

licence can be renewed at the cost of £25 on confirmation of the continuation of the authorised 

activities or retention of the organisms concerned prior to the expiry date. A reminder will be sent 

out by SASA each May. 

 

Licences for potato quarantine testing expire at the end of the calendar year. 

 

Licence application forms are available electronically on the SASA website 

(http://www.sasa.gov.uk/publications?keys=&tid=261) and should be returned fully completed to 

SASA with the appropriate fee.   

 

Further information can be obtained from Plant_Health_Licensing@sasa.gsi.gov.uk or the 

Licensing Officer, Plant Health Branch, SASA, Roddinglaw Road, Edinburgh, EH12 9FJ.   
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