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SASA – Pesticide Survey Unit 
 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH CODE OF PRACTICE FOR OFFICIAL 
STATISTICS 
 
The Pesticide Survey Unit (PSU) at Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture (SASA) is 
responsible for collecting, processing, analysing and publishing data on pesticide usage in 
Scottish agriculture and horticulture  
 
The statistics produced by the pesticide survey unit are produced in accordance with the 
principles and protocols set out in the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. 
 
All pesticide usage reports published after and including the 2011 survey year are 
designated as ‘Official Statistics’. 
 
The following practices demonstrate how Official Statistics produced by the Pesticide Survey 
Unit at SASA comply with the principles and protocols within the code. 
 
 
Principle 1:  Meeting user needs 

 

o The PSU engages formally with its main data users; The Scottish Government and 
the Food and Environment Research Agency (FERA). Engagement with other users 
occurs via presenting and networking at meetings and conferences and from 
dialogue following direct requests for data. Web usage is reviewed annually and we 
actively attempt to elicit feedback on our dataset. 

o The pesticide usage surveys are a regulatory requirement and the Scottish surveys 
are coordinated, along with the rest of the UK, by the Working Party for Pesticide 
Usage Surveys (WPPUS). The WPPUS conducts public consultations with users 
before altering the format or timing of surveys (2009 consultation). 

o The PSU responds to the needs of their users, providing data in a range of formats 
(reports, public access database or custom datasets to attempt to meet their 
requirements. The following link provides examples of how the Scottish pesticide 
usage data have been used.  

o Data and reports are produced according to a pre-arranged timetable that reflects the 
needs of the main users.  Report release dates are pre-announced via the Office of 
the Chief Statistician and Performance (OCSP) within the Scottish Government (SG).  
The forthcoming publication schedule is published on the SG statistics website on a 
monthly basis. The timetable is also published on the SASA website. 

 
Principle 2:  Impartiality and objectivity 
 

o Reports are published without delay and in an orderly manner to a predetermined 
schedule. 

o All statistics are clearly presented. Reports are not written by staff with a policy or 
operational interest and the accompanying commentary is neutral.  

o The methodology used is predetermined to provide comparability with statistics 
produced in the rest of the UK. Minor changes to methods and classifications are 
highlighted in individual reports.  

o Reports are available free of charge on the Scottish Government and SASA 
websites. Reports are published at 09:30 am on the day of publication when they 
become available to all users. Reports are available in HTML and PDF formats.  

http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/papers-and-poster-presentations-pesticide-usage-and-chemical-analysis
https://www.sasa.gov.uk/document-library/pesticide-survey-unit-user-feedback
http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/guidance/industries/pesticides/topics/reducing-environmental-impact/pesticides-usage-survey-group/pesticide-usage-surveys-in-england-wales-scotland-and-northern-ireland-consultation
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/pesticide-usage-survey-reports
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/scottish-pesticide-surveys-database-scopes
mailto:psu@sasa.gsi.gov.uk
https://www.sasa.gov.uk/document-library/examples-uses-pesticide-usage-dataset
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/ForthcomingPublications
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/official-statistics
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/official-statistics
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/official-statistics
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/Recent
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/pesticide-usage-survey-reports


2 

 

o The PSU does not charge for any supplementary statistical services; data are 
provided free of charge. 

o PSU reports are not subject to scheduled revisions. 

o Errors discovered in published data are promptly amended on the websites and a 
revision statement issued.  Statistical Methods for collecting, compiling, processing 
and analysing data are described in the published reports. 

o The PSU has no exemptions to the code. 

 
Principle 3:  Integrity 
 

o Data collection is controlled under the Food and Environment Protection Act (FEPA) 
1985 and the European Community Regulation 1185/09.  UK data collection is 
controlled by the Working Party for Pesticide Usage Surveys (WPPUS). Statistical 
methods for collecting, compiling, processing and analysing data are standardised 
across the UK. Methods are summarised and detailed in the individual survey 
reports. 

o PSU staff are independent of government policy and operational interests and is 
therefore protected from political pressure that might influence the production or 
presentation of the statistical data.  

o Reports are published without any accompanying statement or comment and no 
statements are issued ahead of the publication. 

o Any complaints relating to professional integrity, quality or standards will be reported 
to the National Statistician. 

 
Principle 4:  Sound Methods and Quality Assurance 
 

o The PSU is a member of a UK working party (WPPUS) which has overlying 
responsibility for reviewing the systems and procedures involved in pesticide usage 
monitoring. Pesticide usage statistics are produced according to a standard statistical 
technique in common to the other UK pesticide survey groups in England and Wales 
and Northern Ireland allowing comparison among surveys of different geographical 
areas. Descriptions of methods used (including any modifications or changes from 
previous reports) are included in the Scottish reports. A copy of the Eurostat 
guidance on the principles behind the production process for pesticide usage 
statistics can be found on FERA’s website. 

o Relative standard errors of total pesticide use are calculated and published for all 
field crop reports to provide an estimate of data quality. The Scottish reports contain 
RSEs for overall use and for the main crops to aid transparency of the quality of 
estimates. Reports also contain commentary on data quality and sources of bias. 

o Where time series have changed this is acknowledged in the reports and a 
consistent approach in the publication of time series is adopted. 

o The Pesticide Survey Unit is certified to ISO 9001:2008 and all PSU processes are 
documented in departmental Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). Data checking 
and quality procedures are also outlined in reports. Our reports are peer reviewed 
and we regularly engage with other producers of similar statistics. 

o Staff are encouraged to take ownership of the management system.  A dedicated 
SASA Quality Manager audits and monitors the system ensuring its continued 
compliance with documented standards and external BSI auditors assess the PSU 
every three years. Details of the SASA quality assurance and management policies 
are published on the SASA website.  

 

https://www.sasa.gov.uk/document-library/pesticide-survey-unit-methods-and-quality-assurance
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/pesticide-usage-survey-reports
http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk/landUseSustainability/surveys/
http://www.afbini.gov.uk/index/services/services-specialist-advice/pesticide-usage.htm
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/pesticide-usage-survey-reports
http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk/landUseSustainability/surveys/documents/guide.pdf
https://www.sasa.gov.uk/document-library/pesticide-survey-unit-methods-and-quality-assurance
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/content/quality-assurance
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Principle 5:  Confidentiality 
 
o Pesticide usage statistics comply with the Data Protection Act 1998 and the Freedom 

of Information Act 2000.  The survey statistics are calculated at a regional level and 
published at a national level. Data requests sometimes involve the release of 
regional estimates. In neither case is it possible to identify individuals or 
organisations or to derive personal information relating to them. 

o The pesticide survey manager signs a confidentiality agreement prior to receipt of the 
agricultural census data from the Scottish Government Rural and Environment 
Science and Analytical Services department.  This contract ensures the adherence of 
strict rules in relation to protecting confidentiality of the census information and to 
those who provide the data.  

o Staff are civil servants, committed to confidentiality under the terms of the Official 
Secrets Act 1989. PSU Staff also sign a confidentiality agreement in relation to the 
pesticide usage dataset. 

o All confidential data is maintained on a secure server which is only accessible to PSU 
staff. 

o Survey participants are advised of confidentiality arrangements in an introductory 
letter and during the data collection process.  

o The PSU do not exchange confidential statistical records with a third party.  If there 
was a requirement to do so, Scottish Government Policy would be followed. 

 
Principle 6:  Proportionate burden 
 

o Currently, data for use in pesticide usage statistics cannot be derived from 
administrative sources. 

o The methodology of data collection is continually reviewed to reduce burden to 
individual participants and overall industry.  

o Survey time and cost to respondents is reported annually in the reports.  

o Despite the collection of this data being a statutory requirement, participation in 
surveys is voluntary. 

o Decisions about changes to the surveys undertaken are made at a UK level following 
consultation with data users. 

 
Principle 7:  Resources 
 

o In Scotland pesticide usage monitoring and supply of data for use in the UK reports is 
funded by a levy imposed on pesticide manufacturers. Statistical planning, the work 
programme, resource allocation and the outcomes are directed and recorded at UK 
working party level.  

o The production of Scottish pesticide use reports and supply of associated data and 
advice is funded by the Scottish Government.   

o It is ensured that appropriate funding is provided to ensure adequate staff, training 
and associated resources are available to complete the work to the required 
standards. 

o The cost of the surveys is monitored and reported annually, as is the cost to data 
suppliers. These processes allow stewardship of resources, balancing the quality of 
the statistics against their cost 
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Principle 8:  Frankness and accessibility 
 

o All statistical reports include a descriptive commentary to aid interpretation.  Reports 
also include a summary, introduction, description of methods, definitions & notes 
section and references. 

o Data in statistical reports are presented in a combination of in tables and figures to 
aid interpretation and encourage re-use. 

o Relative standard errors are reported for field crops to aid transparency of the quality 
and reliability of the statistics. 

o All reports are available from the SASA and Scottish Government website (from 2011 
onwards) without charge. 

o The PSU follows the Scottish Government accessibility guidelines, as specified by 
the Scottish Accessible Information Forum (SAIF), in its statistical reports. These 
measures make it easier for people who have sight impairments to access 
documents and ensure the data are as accessible as possible.   

o All pesticide usage reports are deposited with the national archive as required in 
legislation. 

o In addition to the published reports the arable dataset (2000-present) is made 
accessible in a public access database and custom designed datasets can be 
provided to data users on request. 

 

http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/pesticide-usage-survey-reports
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/Recent
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/scottish-pesticide-surveys-database-scopes
mailto:psu@sasa.gsi.gov.uk
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Protocol 1:  User engagement 
 

o The PSU engages formally with its main users and attempts to engage with other 
users by seeking feedback about their requirements. The PSU also attempts to 
engage users by presenting and promoting the dataset at meetings and conferences. 

o Data are available in a number of formats to attempt to meet user needs. Statistical 
reports are available free of charge. There is also an interactive search facility on the 
SASA website which allows users to search the Scottish Pesticide Surveys 
(SCOPES) database for arable crops by active ingredient or active ingredient group.  
We produce custom datasets to meet individual user needs and to maximise data 
use. 

o The PSU actively seeks comments on data provision by providing feedback forms on 
the SASA website (reports and public access database) as well as in the published 
reports. We also contact users who have requested data directly from the PSU for 
feedback. All feedback is summarised and reviewed at the department’s annual 
quality review meeting. 

o Standard errors are produced to provide data users with an estimate of the quality 
and robustness of the data.  The methodology used during surveys is designed to 
reduce any statistical biases and potential sources of bias are reported for each 
survey.   

o The survey schedule is determined at a national level.  Users are consulted when 
changes to that schedule are proposed. 

 
Data Users 
 
Our main data users are: 

 The UK and Scottish Government 

 Agricultural Research Institutes  

 Environmental Quality Bodies  

 Agrochemical Industry 

 Academics 

 Students 

 Special Interest groups (trusts and advisory bodies) 

 Media 

 Members of the public 
 

Data Uses  
 
The data are used for a number of purposes including: 

 Informing UK and Scottish Government Policy about the post-approval use of 
pesticides – aiding assessment of the economic and environmental implications 
of pesticide use. 

 Aiding Government officials in their response to Scottish Parliamentary and 
Ministerial questions regarding the use of pesticides  

 To inform and complement research projects conducted by agricultural research 
institutions. 

 To inform and prioritise monitoring strategies of environmental quality bodies. 

 To provide data to the pesticide industry to allow insight into the use patterns of 
pesticidal products. 

 To provide information to interested or concerned environmental and wildlife 
groups and members of the public. 

 To provide an educational resource for teaching and student research projects. 

 Case studies of how the Scottish dataset has been used are provided. 
 

https://www.sasa.gov.uk/document-library/pesticide-survey-unit-user-feedback
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/papers-and-poster-presentations-pesticide-usage-and-chemical-analysis
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticide-usage/scottish-pesticide-surveys-database-scopes
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/forms/pesticide-usage-report-feedback-survey
http://www.sasa.gov.uk/forms/scopes-feedback-survey
https://www.sasa.gov.uk/document-library/pesticide-survey-unit-user-feedback
https://www.sasa.gov.uk/document-library/pesticide-survey-unit-methods-and-quality-assurance
https://www.sasa.gov.uk/document-library/examples-uses-pesticide-usage-dataset
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Protocol 2:  Release practices 
 

o Statistical releases are published as soon as practically possible, whilst allowing 
sufficient time for data quality procedures to be conducted, in accordance with a pre-
release timetable. 

o The timetable for statistical releases is agreed twelve months in advance and the 
forthcoming publication schedule is published on the SG statistics website on a 
monthly basis. 

o Statistical releases are issued at 9.30am on a weekday. 

o The name and contact details for the responsible person is included in all statistical 
reports. 

o Pre-release access is limited to personnel essential for production, publication, 
quality assurance and operational purposes.  A list of who has access to the reports 
prior to release is held on record. 

o No details within reports are made public or given to the media prior to publication.  
Any accidental or wrongful release will be reported immediately to the national 
statistician. 

 
Protocol 3: Use of administrative sources 
 

o The only administrative source used in the production of the pesticide usage reports 
is the June Agricultural Census.  The Census is used to create a sampling frame to 
obtain a list of relevant farmers which need to be contacted during the survey and 
also to provide national areas of crops which are used to raise the sample data to 
estimate national pesticide use.   Currently we do not use any other administrative 
data sources.  All other data for pesticide usage surveys are taking directly from 
personal interviews with farmers and growers.  Please use the following link to the 
Scottish Government’s Statement of Administrative Sources. 

 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/ForthcomingPublications
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/About/StatementAdminSources

