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Introduction 
 
In 2015, the Scottish Seed Potato Classification Scheme is undergoing significant 
changes in order to incorporate changes brought about by new EU directives which come 
into force on 1 January 2016.  The 2015 changes will mirror the requirements to comply 
with the EU legislation in 2016, with the exception of the term 'Union Grade' on our 
marketing labels.  In 2016, the term 'Union Grade' will be added to our labels; this will be 
the only noticeable change to the scheme in 2016. 
 
The scheme changes being introduced in 2015 have been incorporated into the 
Explanatory Leaflet 2015, but this guidance document is designed to provide further 
clarification on the changes.  
 
 
Consultation result and implications for the Scottish scheme: 
Three options for implementation of the Revisions to the Annexes of EU Directive 
2002/56/EC were presented to stakeholders as a joint consultation with all UK authorities.  
The Scottish Government collated the responses received and result was notified to all 
stakeholders.  
 
 
Table 1 shows the percentage of responses (in brackets) received: 
 

Consultation Option Additional Virus controls Continuation of 
HGA - comments 

Field Generation on label 

Adopt Union Grades plus 
additional controls for our 
territory (79%) 

Stricter virus controls 
supported (32%) 

Continue HGA (42%) Mandatory (26%) 

Adopt Union Grades without 
additional controls (10%) 

Stricter virus controls 
supported, plus requested 
additional virus control than 
stated in the consultation 
(21%) 

 Optional (47%) 

Adopt National Grades 
(10%) 

No support for stricter virus 
controls (21%) 

 Mandatory PB only (10%) 

   Mandatory in EU only (5%) 

Did not specify (0%) Did not specify (26%) Did not specify (58%) Did not specify (10%) 

 
The majority of responses received (79%) supported adoption of Union Grades with 
additional statutory controls for our territory.  10% supported adoption of the Union grades 
with no additional controls and 10% supported implementation of national grades. 
 
Regarding the additional controls for virus, 32% of respondents supported the additional 
virus tolerances specified, 21% wanted to see more significant controls than those 
specified in the consultation (either additional mosaic viruses or tighter tolerances in PB 
crops) and 21% did not want tighter virus tolerances.  
 
Forty-two percent of respondents wanted to continue with the EU Community High Grade 
Area status (58% did not answer). 
 
Forty-seven percent wanted FG to remain option on the label, 26% wanted it mandatory, 
10% thought it should be mandatory for PB crops only and 10% thought it should be 
mandatory for EU trade only. 
 



PBTC  
 

PB (4) 
 

S (5) 
 

SE (6) 
 

E (7) 
 

Therefore, in Scotland, seed potatoes will be marketed on Union labels, with the following 
additional controls for our production only: 
 

a. Maintain nil tolerance for Dickeya spp (in crop and lots) 
b. Implement stricter field tolerances for PVY, PVA and leafroll 
c. Maintain current lot tolerance for PTNRD (PVYntn ) 

 
Field Generation will remain optional on the marketing label, although the SPUDS system 
will now require sellers to de-select field generation if they do not want it to be displayed 
on the marketing label. This change to the SPUDS system is designed to minimise the risk 
of errors occurring, however, in the case of dispute between a seed seller and purchaser, 
SASA will only be able to intervene when written confirmation is provided by both parties. 
 
Due to comments received during the consultation period, the Scottish Government 
proposes to keep the topics of Field Generation on the label and additional controls for 
virus diseases in view, to see if any further amendments should be made to the scheme.  
Any proposed changes would be subject to further consultation with Stakeholders.   

 
New Scheme Rules 
 
Grade Names and Field Generations  
 
In the Pre-Basic Category the grade names are: PBTC, PB 
(four possible field generations).  In the Basic Category: S (up 
to field generation 5), SE (up to field generation 6) and E (up 
to field generation 7). Crops can be entered at a lower grade 
than achieved at inspection. 
 
 
Category Tolerances 
 
The EU legislation establishes new minimum quality standards 
for several faults for the Basic and Certified categories.  
These are mandatory for all seed potatoes produced in the EU 
and are separate to the Grade standards which Member States are free to adopt.  
 
Mandatory Field Generations 
 
The new provisions restrict the maximum number of field generations to seven for Pre-
Basic and Basic seed potatoes, with a maximum number of 4, 5, 6 and 7 generations at 
grades "PB", "S", "SE" and "E" respectively.  In addition, the field generations are 
cumulative so, for example, if all 4 permissible generations are used at "PB" grade then 
only one additional generation is permissible at "S" grade.  However, if only 2 "PB" 
generations are used, then 3 further generations can be used at "S" grade. Although this 
restricts flexibility somewhat, the maximum 7 generations permissible for the Pre-Basic 
and Basic categories is more than the average 4-6 used in practice. 
 
If the field generation is not displayed on the marketing label, then the seed will be 
considered to be of the oldest permissible field generation for that grade (i.e. FG 4, 5, 6, or 
7 for PB, S, SE and E respectively).  Therefore, growers need to consider carefully 
whether to market with or without field generation on the label (Table 2 illustrates the 
effect not displaying field generation will have on the multiplication of seed). 



Table 2: Maximum number of additional field generations permissible if a seed crop 

is marketed with/without field generation displayed on the label. 

Crop Details Total number of additional generations 
possible 

GRADE 
MARKETED 

Actual Field 
Generation 

If FG is specified on 
the label 

If FG is NOT 
specified on the 

label 

PB 1 6 3 

PB 2 5 3 

PB 3 4 3 

PB 4 3 3 

S 1 6 2 

S 2 5 2 

S 3 4 2 

S 4 3 2 

S 5 2 2 

SE 1 6 1 

SE 2 5 1 

SE 3 4 1 

SE 4 3 1 

SE 5 2 1 

SE 6 1 1 

E 1 6 0 

E 2 5 0 

E 3 4 0 

E 4 3 0 

E 5 2 0 

E 6 1 0 

E 7 0 0 

 
New Scheme tolerances 
 
The scheme tolerance changes are shown in Table 3.  The main growing crop changes 
include a tighter blackleg tolerance at grade 'S', more lenient virus tolerances (except for 
PVY, PVA and PLRV) and more lenient tolerances for trueness to type.  For tubers, the 
main changes include the new 0.2% wet rot tolerance.  Although the skin blemish 
tolerances are slightly tighter, this will not make much difference in practical terms. 
 

Table 3: New scheme tolerance changes which apply in 2015. 

Crop tolerances PBTC PB S SE E 
      

Not True to type 
 

0 0.01 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Blackleg 
 

0 0 0.1 0.5 1.0 

Virus disease 0 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.8 

Virus Y, A, LR 0 0 0.02 
(MM stricter) 

0.1 0.4 

Progeny virus 0 0.5 1 2 4 

 



 
       

Lot tolerances PBTC PB S (E) SE 
      

Rots 0 0.2 0.5 
(0.2wet rots) 

0.5 
(0.2 wet 

rots) 

0.5 
(0.2 wet 

rots) 

Black Scurf 
 

0 1 (10%) 5 (10%) 5 (10%) 5 (10%) 

Common scab 
 

0 5 (33%) 5 (33%) 5 (33%) 5 (33%) 

Powdery scab 0 1 (10%) 3 (10%) 3 (10%) 3 (10%) 
Shrivelled tubers 0 0.5 1 1 1 
Damage/ 
Defects 

0 3 (0 Y
NTN

) 3 (0.1 Y
NTN

) 3 (0.1 

Y
NTN

) 
3 (0.1 Y

NTN
) 

Soil/ 
extraneous 

0 1 1 1 1 

Total lot faults 0 6 6 6 6 

     
Stricter tolerances in red/ more lenient tolerances in green.  

Scheme Management issues: 

PB units - Scotland only 
 
At present the lowest grade of seed allowed to be planted on a PB unit is SE1. Under the 
new scheme an equivalent rule will have to be introduced in order to maintain the high 
health status of these crops.  The new "S" grade could potentially have up to 5 field 
generations, so only "S" grade crops "derived directly from PB input seed" will be allowed 
to be planted on PB units. 
 
Crops with 7 or more field generations in 2014 
 
Basic crops grown in 2014 with 7 field generations or more (and class Elite 2 or higher), 
will be allowed to be multiplied again as seed in 2015, according to the appropriate 
tolerances being met, waiving the EU field generation requirements for one year.  Where 
this applies  growers  have been notified which crops are involved.  Such crops will not be 
eligible for seed production in 2016 because the EU legislation will then be in force.   
 

These crops can also be exported as long as they have left Scotland in advance of 30 

November 2015. 

 

Status of Approved Stocks 
 
Under national legislation for production of approved stocks, these will continue to be 
eligible to progress through the certification scheme to E (FG7) and then stay at this grade 
for trialling purposes if they meet the appropriate tolerances.  In England & Wales 
approved stocks may also be certified at A or B. 
 
 
Status of new E grade 
 
New Grade "E" has the same tolerances as current grade "A", but it could potentially have 
up to 7 field generations and so it will not be equivalent to our current fall grade.  However, 



if the field generation of grade "E" crops is not displayed on the label it will be assumed to 
be FG7 (the maximum permissible) for marketing purposes. 
 
Transfer of crops into the new scheme 
 
All growers have been notified which new grade their crops have been assigned.  This 
transition was based on field generation and not the tolerances met at inspection.  To limit 
crops potentially being upgraded significantly to a higher grade (e.g. an "E" grade crop 
with FG4 potentially being assigned to "S" grade), crops were limited to the grades shown 
in Table 4.  Crops will now be required to meet the equivalent new scheme tolerances at 
first inspection. 

 

Table 4: Permitted grades for transition to Union grades 

Current grades Permitted new Class (subject to FG rules 

being met) 

SE1, SE2 S, SE, E 

SE3 SE, E 

SE SE, E 

E1 SE, E  

E2 SE, E 

E3 Not permitted, as per current scheme 

E Not permitted, as per current scheme 

 

 
Promotion of the new Scottish scheme 
 
During the next 12 months, the Scottish Government will promote the quality and health 
benefits of Scottish seed potatoes as widely as possible, to ensure that our seed 
customers, from home and abroad, fully understand the implications of our new scheme. 



Questions & Answers: 
 
1. Why do UK growers have to meet stricter virus tolerances than growers in other 
parts of the EU who are adopting Union Grades? 
 
Answer: 
  
The UK has a low level of virus compared with other European countries.  To maintain this 
competitive advantage, it is proposed that we continue to apply tight tolerances for the 
level of our most important virus diseases - PVA, PVY and leafroll.  If we relax these 
tolerances, the level of virus is likely to increase and become harder to control.  
 
 
2. Why do the stricter virus tolerances only apply to PVY, PVA and leafroll, and not 
all of the mosaic-causing viruses? 
 
Answer: 
  
PVY is by far the most important virus in UK production at present, responsible for the 
majority of infections.  PVA is not found widely on the continent and is a quarantine 
organism for certain export markets (e.g. Thailand), so it is important that we control it 
effectively in our territory.  Leafroll is another important virus, which although in decline 
over recent years has been responsible for large numbers of downgrades in the past.  
Therefore, it is important to maintain strict tolerances for the above viruses. 
 
Other viruses are less important to control through tighter tolerances, at present: 
Incidence of PVX has fluctuated over the last 20 years, at lower levels than PVY and PVA, 
and because it is mechanically transmitted, good hygiene practices are the most effective 
control strategy.  PVS and PVM have always been responsible for only low levels of virus 
infection, so they are currently less important in our territory.  However, the status of these 
mosaic viruses will be reviewed annually and changes to the scheme will be implemented 
if necessary to control virus levels. 
 
 
3. My crop has been assigned to the new “S” grade and is field generation 4.  Can 
this be grown on my PB Unit in 2015? 
 
Answer: 
 
In 2015, this depends on whether the S grade crop was derived directly from PB seed, or 
not.  If, in 2014, it was growing PB input seed for marketing as SE1, then yes it is eligible 
to be grown on a PB unit.  However, if it was already SE1 or lower and has been assigned 
to the new “S” grade, then no it is not eligible for multiplication on a PB unit. 
 
 
4. My Basic crop is older than 7 generations, in 2014, can I plant it again as seed in 
2015? 
 
Answer:  
 
In Scotland this crop will be allowed to be multiplied as seed, grade “E” and it will be 
inspected and certified according to the new tolerances.  However, upon harvest, 



marketing labels cannot be drawn, because the new legislation comes into force on 
1 January 2016 and so it will no longer be eligible for seed.  
 
Therefore, the options are to retain the 2015 seed for your own ware production in 2016, 
to bulk up this seed crop for ware production in 2015, or to export it prior to 30 November 
2015.  Due to the EU legislation we are unable to offer more flexibility with these crops. 
 
 
5.  How do I establish the field generation of input stocks, especially if I have been 
multiplying for several years but the original stock did not have field generation 
information? 
 
Answer: 
 
Various approaches: 
 
If you are replanting your own stocks then the certifying authorities can supply the field 
generation information. 
 
If you are buying in new input stocks, ensure your supplier provides field generation 
information on the label. If it does not have field generation on the label, then legally this 
crop will be assumed to be at the maximum permissible field generation for its grade. 
 
 
6.  I have received input stock with no field generation information on the label. 
What can I do to establish its field generation? 
 
Answer: 
 
Normally we would have to treat the stock as if it had reached the limit of the field 
generation for the grade.  During the 2015 transition year, if documentary evidence allows 
us to establish the actual generation, then we would accept it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
 Denise A'Hara 
 Head of Potato Section 
 SASA 
 0131 244 8931 
 denise.ahara@sasa.gsi.gov.uk 
 
 John Ellicott 
 SPCS Technical Manager and Export Liaison Officer 
 SASA 
 0131 244 8963 
 john.ellicott@sasa.gsi.gov.uk 
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